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Meeting, where it met with but a cold recep- 
tion, viz. :-— 

“* As to the proposal from Chester Meeting 
about negroes, there being no more in it than 
was proposed to the last Yearly Meeting, this 
meeting cannot see any better conclusion, than 
what was the judgment of the last meeting, 
and therefore do confirm the same ; and yet in 
condescension to such Friends as are strait- 
ened in their minds against the holding them, 
it is desired that Friends generally do, as 
——————————— | much as may be, avoid buying such negroes 


: brought in, rather than 
ief Statement of the Rise and Progress of | #5 shall hereafter be g » Fathe 
7 Seen oF “_ Religious Society A offend any Friends who are against it; yet 


; ae | this is only caution and not censure.” 
pn ey a a ae It thus appears that all that could at this 


time be gained, was to prohibit Friends from 
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tion of 1740,) until 1743; and it appears that 
reports were annually sent up, stating the 
care of the subordinate meetings in these 
particulars. 

From the minutes of several of the meetings, 
it appears that frequent labour was extended 
from this time forward, to induce those who 
were in the way of buying, or of selling eaves, 
to cease from the practice. 

In the First month, 1738, Haddonfield 
Quarterly Meeting directed the Monthly 
Meetings to make inquiry into, and to an- 
swer in their reports, the situation of their 
members, “ respecting the buying and selling 
slaves,” 

In the Seventh month of that year, the 
Monthly Meetings reported that they were 


(Continued from page 386.) 


The subject was again introduced from the 
subordinate meetings into Chester Quarterly 
Meeting, in 1715, and the following minute 
forwarded to the Yearly Meeting: ‘ Chester 
Monthly Meeting having laid before this meet- 
ing that they are under a great concern at 
Friends being concerned in importing and 
buying of negroes, and do request the concur- 
rence of this meeting with them, that Friends 
be not concerned in the importing and bring- 
ing of them; and Newark Monthly Meeting 
also requesting the discouraging of the same 


bringing in negroes from Africa or elsewhere, | mostly clear of buying and selling slaves. 
and to advise that they should not purchase| That this labour was not ineffectual, and 
such as were imported, and that they treat | that it was not confined to a single Quarterly 
with humanity and in a Christian manner, | Meeting, is apparent from the following min- 
those already in their possession. ute :— 

The first step being thus taken, and the; “ Divers Friends in this meeting,” says the 
meeting not peing prepared to go further,| Yearly Meeting of 1738, “ expressed their 
an interv@-of ten years occurs without any | satisfaction in finding by the reports of the 
notice of the subject, but in which the senti-| Quarterly Meetings, that there is so little oc- 
meats of Friends appear to have been prepar- | casion of offence given by Friends concerning 
ing for another advance in this righteoys tes- | the encouraging of the importing of negroes ; 
timony. and this meeting desires the care of Friends in 


practice ; this meeting taki, the sagic into | Priends of Chester Monthly Meeting “ offer 
their serious and weighty consideration, it is|to the Quarterly Meeting, that inasmuch as 
the unanimous sense and judgment of this} we are restricted by a rule of discipline from 
meeting, that Friends should not be concerned being concerned in fetching or importing ne- 
in the importing and bringing of negro slaves | gro slaves from their own country, whether it 
for the future; and that the same be laid be-|is not as reasonable we should be restricted 
fore the next Yearly Meeting for their con-| from buying of them when imported; and if 
currence therein.” All that the Yearly: Meet- | so, and the Quarterly Meeting see meet, that 
ing was able to do at this time, is expressed | it may be laid before the Yearly Meeting for 
in the following minute of that year, (1715,) | their approbation and concurrence.” The 
‘If any Friends are concerned in the impor-| substance of this minute was adopted by the 


In the Fifth month, 1729, the faithful | their Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, in this 
particular, may be continued.” 

In the year 174%, the following query was 
adopted, and directed to be regularly an- 
swered :* 

“‘11th.—Do Friends observe the former 
advice of our Yearly Meeting, not to encour- 
age the importation of negroes; nor to buy 
them after imported ?” 

In 1755, this query was thus modified :— 

“10th.—Are Friends clear of importing 
or buying negroes; and do they use those 


tation of negroes, let them be dealt with and| Quarterly Meeting, and sent to the Yearly | well which they are possessed of by inherit- 


advised to avoid that practice, according to| Meeting of that year, (1729,) which deferred 
the sense of former meetings in that behalf;!the consideration for one year, and in 1730, 
and that all Friends who have or keep ne-| issued the following advice :— 
groes, do use and treat them with humanity} “ The Friends of this meeting resuming the 
and a Christian spirit ; and that all do forbear | consideration of the proposition of Chester 
judging or reflecting on one another, either in| Meeting, relating to the purchasing of such 
ublic or private, concerning the detaining or| negroes as may hereafter be imported; and 
alee them servants.” having reviewed and considered the former 
The Friends of Chester Quarterly Meet-| minutes relating thereto, and having maturely 
ing, not resting easy under this minute, re-| deliberated thereon, are now of opinion, that 
newed their solicitations in the following year. | Friends ought to be very cautious of ma 
By minute of Fourth month, 25th, 1716, Ches-! any such purchases for the future, it being 
ter Monthly Meeting “ desires that the Quar-| disagreeable to the sense of this meeting. 
terly Meeting will take into their further! And this meeting recommends it to the care of 
consideration, the buying and selling of ne-| the several Monthly Meetings, to see that such 
groes, which gives great encouragement for| who may be, or are likely to be found in that 
the bringing of them in; and that no Friends| practice, may be admonished and cautioned 
be found in the practice of buying any that | how they offend herein.” 
shall be imported hereafter.” This minute} This advice was renewed in 1735, and re- 
was forwarded by the Quarterly to the Yearly | peated annually thereafter, (with the excep- 
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* The meetings for discipline in the Society of 
Friends, are of four grades, Preparative, Monthly, 
Quarterly and Yearly. The first prepare the business 
for the Monthly Meetings, which may be considered 
the executive part of the Society ; the Quarterly Meet- 
ings exercise a supervisory care over the Preparative 
and Monthly, which are subordinate to them, and the 
Yearly Meeting includes the whole ; exercising a gene- 
ral care over all departments of the Society, and making 
all the rules for its government. The queries are an- 
swered by the inferior to the superior meetings, and 


king | relate to the due attendance of the members at meetings 


for Divine worship, and for the transaction of the dis- 
cipline ; to the maintenance of love and unity ; the pro- 
per religious and literary instruction of the children; 
the care of the poor; the observance of temperance, and 
of moderation in business ; manner of living, &c. ; the 
due support of discipline, and of the various Christian 
testimonies which the Society believes itself called to 
uphold. The answers to these queries are annually 
sent up to the Yearly Meeting, so as to place before 


that body the religious condition of all its subordinate 
branches, 
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ance or otherwise; endeavouring to train 
them up in the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion 1” 

While the Society was thus clearing itself 
of the importing, and selling and purchasing 
of negroes, the concern was spreading on 
account of slavery itself, and Friends in vari- 
ous quarters, felt more and more deeply, its 
utter repugnance to the spirit of the gospel. 
Among the foremost of these were John Wool- 
man and Anthony Benezet, whose writings a 
few years subsequent to this period, had so 
oo an influence upon public sentiment. 

ohn Woolman’s attention was more particu- 
larly turned to this subject in the year 1742, 
in consequence of being requested by his em- 
ployer to write a bill of sale for a negro 
woman whom he had sold. ‘The thought of 
writing an instrument of slavery for one of his 
fellow-creatures was uneasy to him; yet, 
through weakness, he yielded; but at the 
execution of it, was so afilicted in his mind, 
that he felt constrained, in the presence of his 
employer, and the purchaser, to declare his 
belief that slave-keeping was a practice incon- 
sistent with the Christian religion. From this 
time forward, he was a constant and earnest 


pleader with his brethren for the liberty of 


the slave. 

In the year 1754, he published his Con- 
siderations on the Keeping of Negroes, which 
was widely and usefully circulated among 
Friends. 

In the same year, an Epistle to its mem- 
bers, the substance of which was sent up from 
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, and which is 
supposed to have been from the pen of Antho- 
ny Benezet, was issued by the Yearly Meet- 
ing. This paper shows the increasing hold 
which the subject had taken of the Society, 
and is a document well worthy of being again 
revived. It is as follows: 

“Dear Friends.—It hath frequently been 
the concern of our Yearly Meeting, to testify 
their uneasiness and disunity with the impor- 
tation and purchasing of negro and other 
slaves, and to direct the overseers of the 
several meetings, to advise and deal with such 
as engage therein ; and it hath likewise been 
the continued care of many weighty Friends, to 
press those that bear our name, to guard as 
much as possible, against being in any respect 
concerned in promoting the bondage of such 
unhappy people ; yet as we have with sorrow 
to observe, that their number is of late increas- 
ed amongst us, we have thought proper to 
make our advice and judgment more public, 
that none may plead ignorance of our princi- 
ples therein; and also again earnestly exhort 
all, to avoid in any manner encouraging that 
practice, of making slaves of our fellow-crea- 
tures. 

*« Now, dear Friends, if we continually bear 
in mind the royal law of ‘ doing to others as 


we would be done by,’ we shall never think of 


bereaving our fellow-creatures of that valuable 
blessing, liberty, nor endure to grow rich by 
their bondage. ‘To live in ease and plenty, 
by the toil of those, whom violence and cru- 
elty have put in our power, is neither con- 
sistent with Christianity nor common justice ; 
and we have good reason to believe, draws 














down the displeasure of heaven; it being a 


melancholy, but true reflection, that where 
slave-keeping prevails, pure religion and sobri- 


ety decline; as it evidently tends to harden 


the heart, and render the soul less susceptible 
of that holy spirit of love, meekness and cha- 
rity, which is the peculiar character of a true 
Christian. How then can we, who have been 
concerned to publish the gospel of universal 
love and peace among mankind, be so incon- 
sistent with ourselves, as to purchase such 
who are prisoners of war, and thereby encour- 
age this anti-Christian practice: and more 
especially as many of those poor creatures are 
stolen away, parents from children, and chil- 
dren from parents; and others, who were in 
good circumstances in their native country, 
inhumanly torn from what they esteemed a 
happy situation, and compelled to toil in a 
state of slavery, too often extremely cruel. 
What dreadful scenes of murder and cruelty 
those barbarous ravages must occasion, in the 
country of those unhappy people, are too ob- 
vious to mention. Let us make their case our 
own, and consider what we should think, and 
how we should feel, were we in their circum- 
stances. Remember our blessed Redeemer’s 
positive command, ‘ to do unto others as we 
would have them to do unto us;’ and that 
with what measure we meet, it shall be meas- 
ured to us again. And we intreat all to ex- 
amine, whether the purchasing of a negro, 
either born here or imported, doth not contri- 
bute to a further importation, and consequently 
to the upholding all the evils, above mention- 
ed, and promoting man-stealing,—the only 
theft which by tie Mosaic law, was punished 
with death. ‘He that stealeth a man and 
selleth him, or if he be found in his hands, 
he shall surely be put to death.’ Exod. 
xxi. 16, . 

“The characteristic and badge of a true 
Christian, is love and good works. Our Sa- 
viour’s whole life on earth, was one continued 
exercise of them. ‘ Love one another,’ says 
he, ‘as I have loved you.” How can we be 
said to love our brethren, who bring, or for 
selfish ends, keep them in bondage? Do we 
act consistent with this noble principle, who 
lay such heavy burthens on our fellow-crea- 
tures? Do we consider that they are called, 
and sincerely desire that they may become 
heirs with us in glory; and rejoice in the 
liberty of the sons of God, whilst we are with- 
holding from them the common liberties of 
mankiod? Or can the Spirit of God, by which 
we have always professed to be led, be the 
author of those oppressive and unrighteous 
measures! Do we not thereby manifest, that 
temporal interest hath more influence on our 
conduct herein, than the dictates of that mer- 
ciful, holy, and unerring Guide? 

** And we likewise earnestly recommend to 
all who have slaves, to be careful to come up 
in the performance of their duty towards 
them; and to be particularly watchful over 
their own hearts; it being by sorrowful ex- 
perience remarkable, that custom, and a fami- 
liarity with evil of any kind, have a tendency 
to bias the judgment, and deprave the mind ; 
and it is obvious, that the future welfare of 
these poor slaves who are now in bondage, is 


generally too much disregarded by those who 
keep them, If their daily task of labour be 
but fulfilled, little else perhaps is thought of; 
nay, even that which in others would be look- 
ed upon with horror and detestation, is little 
regarded in them by their masters, such as 
the frequent separation of husbands from wives, 
and wives from husbands, whereby they are 
tempted to break their marriage covenants 
and live in adultery, in direct opposition to the 
laws both of God and man. As we believe 
that Christ died for all men, without respect 
of persons; how fearful then ought we to be 
of engaging in what hath so natural a tenden- 
cy to lessen our humanity, and of suffering 
ourselves to be inured to the exercise of hard 
and cruel measures, lest we thereby in any 
degree, lose our tender and feeling sense of 
the miseriesrof our fellow-creatures, and be- 
come worse than those who have not be- 
lieved. 

“ And, dear Friends, you, who by inherit- 
ance, have slaves born in your families, we 
beseech you to consider them as souls com- 
mitted to your trust, whom the Lord will 
require at your hands; and who, as well as 
you, are made partakers of the Spirit of 
Grace, and called to be heirs of salvation. 
Let it be your constant care to watch over 
them for good, instructing them in the fear 
of God, and the knowledge of the gospel of 
Christ, that they may answer the end of their 
creation, and God be glorified and honoured 
by them, as well as by us; and so train them 
up, that if you should come to behold their 
unhappy situation in the same light that many 
worthy men who are at rest have done, and 
many of your brethren now do, and should 
think it your duty to set them free, they may 
be the more capable to make a proper use of 
their liberty. Finally, brethren, we intreat 
you in the bowels of gospel-love, seriously to 
weigh the cause of detaining them in bondage. 
If it be for your own private gain, or any other 
motive than their good, it is much to be fear- 
ed, that the love of God, and the influence of 
the Holy Spirit is not the prevailing principle 
in you, and that your hearts are not suffi- 
ciently redeemed from the world ; which that 
you, with ourselves, may more and more 
come to witness, through the cleansing virtue 
of the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, is our earn- 
est desire.” 


(To be continued.) 


== 
For ** The Friend.” 
THE SLAVE TRADE. 


From the latest intelligence, it appears that 
this detestable traffic is still extensively car- 
ried on, notwithstanding the vast sums of 
money paid, and the unwearied labours which 
have been bestowed for its extinction. The 
following details, taken from the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter, of Seventh 
month 26th, show that it is attended with no 
less cruelty and wickedness on the part of 
those who prosecute it, and no less suffering 
and outrage to its wretched victims, than in 
former years. How affecting—how afflicting 
is it to think, that any part of the rational cre- 
ation of our heavenly Father should be thus 
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abused and oppressed, and this too by men pre- 
tending to be Christians ! | 
We should ever bear in mind, that sLavery 
is the support of the slave trade—without it, 
this system of theft, oppression, rapine and 
murder, must of necessity cease. It is sla- 
very that creates the demand for slaves, and 
the demand for slaves stimulates the cupidity 
of the man-stealer and the slave trader. 
Hence the importance of keeping our minds 
continually alive to the subject, and standing 
repared as Christians to take such means as 
Divine wisdom may point out for hastening the 
termination of this crying evil. 


Horrors of the Slave Trade,—The horrors 
of the slave trade continue undiminished, as 
the following selection of cases will amply 
verify :— 

Case of the “ Jesus Maria.”—* On the 
29th of December, 1840, the Spanish slave 
schooner Jesus Maria was captured by H. M. 
schooner Ringdove. This vessel was twenty- 
five Spanish tons measurement, or about thir- 
ty-five tons British. She was in fact a small 
coaster, sailing from the’ Canary Islands to 
the different settlements on the coast of Afri- 
ca, with, principally, potatoes and onions ; but 
her captain, Vincente Morales, finding a num- 
ber of Africans on the coast ready to be 
shipped, and no vessel ready to take them, 
changed the purpose of his voyage, and took 
them on board. She was so old and leaky, 
that had they met with the slightest bad 
weather they must have foundered, yet they 
embarked 278 unfortunate victims of the trade ; 
besides having on board nine persons, calling 
themselves passengers, and ten others, the 
crew. In all, 297 persons, or eight and a half 
persons to every ton. The whole of the ne- 
groes, with the exception of four, were chil- 
dren.” —Slave trade Papers, Class A, 1841, 
p- 175, 176. 

The following extract of a letter from Mr. 
Consul Turnbull to Colonel Cockburn, Gover- 
nor of the Bahamas, dated Havana, 20th 
January, 1841, will further show the dreadful 
circumstances to which these unhappy chil- 
dren were exposed on board the Jesus Ma- 
ria :— 

“From the extreme state of emaciation 
and debility in which they arrived, I have to 
lament the loss of seven of their number, in 
spite of all the care and anxiety with which 
they have since been attended by the com- 
mander and medical officers of Her Majesty’s 
ship Romney, and by myself. The survivors, 
233 in number, 136 males and 97 females, I 
have now the honour to consign to your Ex- 
cellency’s care, in the exercise of the discre- 
tion committed to me by Her Majesty’s 
government. Their age is far below the 
average of similar shipments, and I venture to 
suggest to your Excellency, that their case 
altogether is one which calls for a peculiar 
degree of tenderness in the arrangements to 
be made for their future disposal.” * * * 
‘** Independently of the fact, unhappily in this 
island too little regarded, that these young 
persons now committed to your Excellency’s 
care, and others their companions, who per- 
ished on the passage, had been stolen and re- 
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duced to slavery, it becomes my duty to 
acquaint your Excellency that several of them 
have been the victims of the most revolting 
and atrocious crimes, such as would be visited 
with condign punishment by a jury of slave 
dealers, On the deck of this wretched schoon- 
er, the Jesus Maria, three murders were 
committed, on a grown woman and two boys, 
for no other motive, that 1 have been able to 
collect, than of wanton cruelty. These bloody 
deeds were effected by dashing the victims on 
the deck, and by blows of so vivlent a nature 
as to produce fatal results. In the cabin of 
the Jesus Maria, a series of scenes were en- 
acted of a still more odious and disgusting 
character. ‘Ihe defenceless condition of the 
young girls of the cargo aflorded them no pro- 
tection. I confess to your Excellency that | 
have not the courage to enter on this horrid 
catalogue of crime. 


Case of the “ Dous Fevereiro.” —“ The 
Portuguese brig Dous Fevereiro, of 280 tons 
(Portuguese) was captured by H. M. schooner 
Fawn, on the 19th February, 1841. ‘This 
unfortunate brig left Bahia fort on the coast 
of Benguela, on the Ist February, with 510 
negroes; and on the 19th, the day of her cap- 
ture, she had but 375!! ‘The following des- 
cription, extracted from the log of the Fawn, 
shows the miserable condition of the survi- 
vors. On boarding the vessel, we found all 
the slaves below with the hatches on: on turn- 
ing them up, a scene presented itself, enough 
to sicken the heart even of a Portuguese. 
The living, the dying, and the dead, huddled 
together in one mass. Some unfortunates, in 
the most disgusting state of small-pox, in the 
confluent state, covered from head to foot; 
some distressingly ill with ophthalmia, a few 
perfectly blind, others, living skeletons, with 
difficulty, crawled from below, unable to bear 
the weight of their miserable bodies. Moth- 
ers, with young infants, hanging at their 
breasts, unable to give them a drop of nour- 
ishment: how they had brought them thus 
far appeared astonishing. All were perfectly 
naked, and their limbs much excoriated from 
lying on the hard planks for so long a period. 
On going below, the stench was insupportable ; 
how beings could breathe such an atmosphere 
and live, appeared incredible. Several were 
under the loose planks, which was called the 
deck, dying, one dead.” On the few days’ 
passing to Rio Janeiro, thirteen more died, 
twelve in the harbour, and a number on board 
the Crescent, the recovery depot for captured 
Africans in that port. Finally, of 180 who 
embarked for Berbice, twenty died on the pas- 
sage, though every care was taken, a good 
supply of medicines and antiscorbutics, to- 
gether with ample and wholesome provisions, 
having been put on board. The following 


tabular statement presents the mortality of 


those embarked on board this vessel at one 
view. 


Total number of persons on board on 
leaving Benguela, 510 


Died previous to capture, 135 





Captured, 375 
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Captured, 375 
Died during four days’ passage to Rio 
Janeiro, 13 
Died at Rio Janeiro, 12 
Died during four days’ passage to Ber- 
bice, 20 
At Berbice, two days after disembar- 
kation, 4—49 
326 
Brought from Rio, 180 


Number left at Rio (of whom perhaps 


thirty may have died) 146 
Allowing twenty for the mortality of those 


left behind on beard the Crescent, we shall 


have an aggregate loss of 204 out of 510, the 
original number embarked, or, one person out 
of every two and a half.” 


Cases of the “ Uniao,” “ Olivera,” and 
“ Flor de Teijo,” late “ Andorinha.”—* The 
Brazilian brig Uniao, of 244 tons, received on 
board (at Loando) 683 slaves, of which num- 
ber 183 died on the passage, having been at 
sea forty-three days; the vessel much crowd- 
ed; short of water and provisions. Landed 
at Catuama (in the province of Pernambuca, 
Brazil) in March, 1841, about 500 slaves, very 
many in a sickly, weakly condition, from their 
severe privations.” 

“The Portuguese brig Oliviera, of 313 
tons, took on board (at Angola) 764 slaves! of 
which number 117 died during the voyage, 
the remainder landed April, 1841, to the 
southward of this port (Pernambuco,) many 
perished on the beach from excessive thirst, 
weakness, and disease. Humanity shudders 
at the picture drawn of their sufferings ; some 
were removed to the residence of one of the 
partners, about four miles distant from this 
city, where they are daily perishing victims 
to the cupidity of those employed in this inhu- 
man traffic.” 


“The Brazilian bark Flor de Teijo, late 
Andorinha, of 171 tons, received on board 720 
slaves! More than 50 died on the passage ; 
landed at Catuama on May 16, 1841, about 
650 to 670; very many in a most wretched 
state from want and disease, through the over- 
crowded condition of the vessel. The remarks 
upon the Oliviera (above) are equally applica- 
ble to the unfortunate slaves imported in this 
vessel.”—Slave trade Papers, class B, p. 
754. 


Case of a Slaver captured by H. M. brig 
“ Waterwitch.”—The South African Com- 
mercial Advertiser of February 20th, 1841, 
contains the following extract of a letter from 
St. Helena :— 

“*We have here a Portuguese schooner, 
captured by the Waterwitch, for condemna- 
tion, with 230 slaves on board. They have 
the small-pox very bad; those that are free 
from it are landed at Lemon Valley, which 
place is kept under strict quarantine. When 
the Waterwitch first gave chase, the captain 
endeavoured to get away by lightening the 
vessel ; for which purpose he threw overboard 
about 130 slaves, having originally on board 
350. He then ran his vessel on shore, and 
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TL nee 
made his escape. The boats of the Water-|High-street, Spittle-fields, and preached about | time, to a great number. Many expressed 
witch saved about seventy from drowning, but |a quarter of an hour. She afierwards appear-| much satisfaction, and prayed success might 


the greater part of them died afterwards from |ed in two different places in Wells-street ; | attend her labours. 


exhaustion.” 
— 
For * The Friend.” 
ANN MERCY BELL. 
(Continued from page 392.) 


On the 10th, she appeared, first, about the | gradually arose, and made her instrumental, 
middle of the Old-street, in a short exhorta-|at length, to shower down the refreshing rain 


tion. Then, passing into White-cross-street, 
she stood up, on a bench, and delivered her- 
self, with great strength and liveliness, for 
about twenty-five minutes. Then, proceeding 
down the street, she stopped by the door of a 
widow, who brought a chair for her to stand 
upon: this she accepted, and preached, a con- 


siderable time, to a great number; many of the Almighty, on behalf of the people. She 


whom were much affected with the close and 
weighty truths she had delivered. ‘The wi- 
dow and her sister afterwards took her into 
their house, and though of a different profes- 
sion, treated her with that tender kindness, 
which hath ever distinguished sincere, sensi- 
ble, and friendly spirits, 

Mercy stopped again at three different pla- 
ces in that street ; but, by reason of the inter- 


vention of carriages, could not well proceed ;|'Then passing into Stretton Ground, she had a 
and the people pressing her to go into the mar- | time of tender warning and exhortation, upon 
ket, which they urged as a more convenient | the door-steps of a friendly family ; who told 


place, she complied. Here she had a large 
and lively testimony. Some were much ten- 
dered, and most appeared solid and attentive. 
One man said aloud, “it was more than 
words ;” and a woman, laying her hand upon 
her breast, cried, “‘ the evidence is here !” To 
which several others assented. 

The 11th she appeared, for some time, in 
an open place in Wentworth-street, Spittle- 
fields, and the people, continuing to gather in 


great numbers, desiring she might go into|crowd, which startled and disturbed many ; 


Cox’s Square, where they might stand conve- 
niently, without interruption by carriages, 
thither she went ; and, afier standing a while 
in silence, with the Friends who were present, 
stepped up upon the steps of a warehouse, and, 
through Divine assistance, delivered the gos- 
pel message to a large concourse of people, 
about the space of an hour, in a very lively 
manner. The nature of Christ’s spiritual 
baptism and supper, were largely and experi- 
mentally opened ; and so clearly distinguish- 
ed, that several people, of reputable appear- 
ance, joined in public acknowledgment of the 
truth of the doctrine. 

From hence, she returned into Wentworth- 
street, and desired the people to collect as 
many of their children together as they well 
could, somewhat particular arising in her mind 
towards them. With these she had a sweet 
and tender season; accommodating her ex- 
pressions to their little understandings; in- 
forming them what God is, where he is to be 
found, and what he requires; and suitably 
advising them in respect to the duties of their 
tender age. She then proceeded further in 
the street, and had two opportunities more 
with the people, to the apparent satisfaction 
of many ; some of whom were extraordinarily 
affected. 

The 13th, she went to the upper end of 


























where the peuple attended with much open- 
ness, as might justly be inferred both from 
their deportment and expressions. Then, pro- 
ceeding to Friends’ burial-ground, near White 
Chapel, she stood up, apparently in great 
weakness; but the power of an endless life 


Returning into the city, soon after twelve 
o’clock, she appeared by Wood-street end in 
Cheapside ; afterwards, at two different places 
in Paul’s church-yard, and again at Fleet- 
ditch ; scarce Jess than half an hour at each 
of the six times, and at some of them more. 
At every place she was, generally, well re- 
ceived. The strength and distinction she was 
furnished with, in this great day’s work, was 
matter of admiration to us who accompanied 
her. 

Many of the people, who had followed from 
place to place, observed with astonishment, 
that she not only held out, but seemed to grow 
in strength to the last ; and concluded, it must 
be owing to an immediate support from the 
Divine power. Some audibly confessed, they 
had a feeling sense of it. 

She then stepped into a Friend’s house, 
took a little refreshment, and went to the 
Savoy meeting, (the meeting-house at West- 
minster being shut up, in order to be repair- 
ed,) where she appeared again pretty largely, 
and a sweet refreshing season it was. 


(To be continued.) 


of the gospel ina plentiful manner. The life, 
wisdom and goodness of eternal Truth were 
eminently displayed, to many hundreds, in a 
large and powerful testimony, consisting, prin- 
cipally, of Scripture-openings, intermixed with 
lively experiences, in great variety, and con- 
cluding with a most comprehensive address to 


appeared upwards of an hour. Many seemed 
heartily affected, and several were so much 
broken, they could scarcely express their 
thankfulness in intelligible accents. 

The 14th, she was at Westminster, in the 
Broadway, near Queen’s Square ; and a chair 
being brought out for her, she stood up, in the 
midst of the people, who had gathered round 
her, and delivered herself to good satisfaction. 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL. 


The semi-annual examination commenced 
on the 8th instant, and will terminate on Third- 
day, the 12th instant. Copies of the Order 
of Examination may be had at this office. 


her, afterwards, she was welcome to their steps 
and their house too, and were pressing with 
her to go in; but, acknowledging their kind- 
ness, she excused herself, upon account of her 
concern to further service, 

In the road, at the upper end of the street, 
she had a pretty large and laborious time, with 
a great number. During her appearance 
here, a person, in liquor, endeavoured to in- 
terrupt her, by firing a gun close by the 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


A special meeting of the committee to su- 
perintend the Boarding School at West Town, 
will be beld in Philadelphia on Sixth-day, the 
15th instant, at 7 o’clock in the evening. 

Tuomas Kimser, Clerk. 

Philad., Ninth mo., 1843. 


yet she was enabled to go on, and it was not 
long before they were tolerably composed 
again, and she had an opportunity of clearing 
herself among them. 

The 15th, Leadenhall-market, having laid 
before her with great weight, for some time, 
in the afternoon she gave upto go. Entering 
in at the lower end of the Poulterers’ market, 
she went through, calling to repentance, as 
she passed, with uncommon force and solem- 
nity; and coming to a convenient place in the 
Leather-market, after the people, who poured 
in at every avenue, were gathered round her, 
she had a large and favourable opportunity 
with them. ‘Their behaviour was very com- 
mendable. They attended with stillness, and 
afterwards expressed a general satisfaction, 
wishing for more such opportunities. An 
elderly woman, of good appearance, said, 
“she had the gospel in her very soul, and she 
believed many hearts were pierced.” 

The 16th, in the morning, she went through 
Long-alley, calling to repentance; and then 
passed into the upper part of Moor-fields, 
where she preached to a large concourse of 
people, and afterwards had something particu- 
lar to the children, several of whom stood 
dropping their tears before her. Then coming 
to the bottom of the Middle-field, finding a re- 
newal of her concern, she appeared, a second 


Marriep, at Friends’ Meeting-house, North Sixth 
street, on Third-day, the 5th instant, Clarkson Suep- 
parD, of Greenwich, N. J., to Anne, daughter of Philip 
Garrett. 





, at Friends’ meeting-house, Mendon, Mass. 
Cyartes Hapwin, of Worcester, to Mary, daughter of 
Rowland Rathbun. 


Departed this life, on First-day morning, the 3d of 
Ninth month, 1843, Saran Grrnens, a much esteemed 
member of Haddonfield Monthly and particular meet- 
ing, New Jersey, in the 68th year of her age. During 
the course of a painful illness, her mind appeared to be 
centered in resignation to the Divine will. A few days 
previous to her decease, her right side became paralyz- 
ed. From this time, she took but little notice of sur- 
rounding objects; but was often engaged in ferventiy 
addressing the Supreme Being. From her early child- 
hood, she was remarkable for her innocent and blame- 
less life. She was a diligent attender of our religious 
meetings, and her solid, quiet, sitting therein, was ex- 
emplary. She had a firm belief in the spirituality of the 
Christian faith as held by us, which, when passing 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death, proved as 
an anchor to her soul ; and consoling evidence has been 
afforded, that her immortal spirit was prepared to re- 
ceive the welcome invitation, of “Come ye blessed of 
my Father inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from 
the foundation of the world.” 
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For“ The Friend.” | Friends, he was arrested as printer and pub- 

ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES lisher thereof, and being een ie New- 

; , te, was kept there as a prisoner for a con- 

Among the > Ses Publishers of edevable ams: The fact Pr his printing the 

: book being proved, he was on the 20th of 

Seventh month, 1684, fined by the court one 

shilling, and was sentenced to stand for two 
hours in the pillory. 

William Penn’s “ Last farewell to England,” 

when he was departing for Pennsylvania in 

1682, was published by Thomas Cook ; and 









































(Continued from page 392.) 

It has already been said that about the close 
of the reign of Charles Second, the execution 
of the license law against booksellers was very 
much suspended. This being the case, the 
names of printers and publishers ventured 
once more into the title pages of books which 
had not been legally authorized. 

In 1680, Benjamin Clark, called by Dun- 
ton “ thee-and-thou-Clark,” appears as a pub- 
lisher and seller of Friends’ books, his store 
being, according to his imprint, “ in George- 
yard Lombard street.” He was the London 
publisher of the original edition of Barclay’s 
Apology, which was printed in Latin at Am- 
sterdam, in the year 1676, Jacob Claus was 
the Amsterdam publisher. Benjamin Clark 
continued to sell Friends’ books, and to issue 
new ones at the store in George-yard Lom- 
bard street until 1683, In that year he was 
succeeded by William Skeat, who seems to 
have remained in the business a very short 
time, as in 1684 I find several books publish- 
ed and for sale at the same house by Thomas 
Howkins. ‘Thomas Howkins was followed 
in a few years by Thomas Northcott, who 
continued as a publisher of Friends’ books in 
that store till the close of that century. ‘The 
writings of members of our Society have from 
time to time been issued from “ George-yard 
Lombard street,” until within a few years 
past. We shall hereafter trace through 
whose hands the store successively passed. 

In 1681, ’2 and ’3, a considerable number of 
Friends’ writings bear on the title, “ Printed 
for John Bringhurst, at the sign of the Book, 
in Grace-church street, near Cornbill.” In 
1680, he printed for William Rogers a very 
extended and bitter attack upon George Fox, 
and those members of the Society of Friends 
who were friendly to the establishment of the 
discipline, and particularly the organization of 
women’s meetings. The printing of this work 
no doubt brought John some good advice from 
the members of the “ Second-day morning 
meeting,” to whom, by that time, the over- 
sight of new publications, prepared by Friends 
for the press, had been committed by the So- 
ciety. It does not appear, however, that any 
disciplinary proceedings were had against 
him ; and the members of that body, or their 
representative, Ellis Hooks, employed John 
to print the answer they prepared to William 
Rogers’s book. 

At the close of one of these books, publish- 
ed by him in 1683, he has this advertisement. 
“ This is to give notice, that John Bringhurst, 
printer and publisher, who formerly lived at 
the sign of the Book, in Grace-church street, 
is now removed to the sign of the Book and 
Three Black-Birds, in Leaden-Hall-Mutton- 
Market, between the Black-Bull and Colches- 
ter-Arms, where any person may be supplied 
with printing, books, and paper as formerly.” 
During the same year, having republished a 
work written by George Fox, a passage in 
which was misunderstood by the enemies of 


for Joha Harris, at the Harrow, against the 
church in the Poultry, 1639.” 

It is time now to return to Tacy Sowle. 
About the close of 1691, her father retiring 
from business, left it in her hands. In 1692, 
3 and ’4, we find her issuing books from her 
father’s residence, at “ the Crooked Billet, in 
Holloway-lane.” Some time in 1694, she 
opened a book-store in White-Hart Court, in 
Grace-church street, and continued to offer 
her books for sale at both places. In 1697, 
the store at Holloway-lane is dropped, and she 
then offers her books in White-Hart Court, 
and at “the Bible, in Leaden-Hall street, 
near the market,” probably the shop previous- 
ly occupied by Bringhurst. She continued 
the principal publisher of Friends’ books for 
many years. It appears that Tacy kept house, 
and that her widowed mother dwelt with her. 
Let us hear the testimony of bookselling 
Dunton, in 1704, to the character of this 
Friend. 

“Tacy Sowle. She is both a printer, as 
well as a bookseller, and the daughter of one, 
and understands her trade very well, being a 
good compositor herself. Her love and piety 
to her aged mother is eminently remarkable, 


unmarried for this only reason, (as 1 have 
been informed,) that it may not be out of her 


command in her house. I have known this 
eminent Quaker for many years; have been 
generously treated at her house, and must do 
her the justice to say, I believe her a consci- 
entious person. If any blame me for being 
thus charitable, I cannot help it, for 1 cannot 
think it a piece of religion to anathematize 
from Christ all such as will not subscribe to 
every one of my articles; but am conscious 
to so many errors, speculative and practical, 
in myself, that I know not how to be severe 
towards others, for since Christ’s church is not 
limited to any nation, or party, (as is owned 
in Robert Barclay’s Apology, &c., which 
Mrs. Sowle once presented to me,) I do be- 
lieve sincerity and holiness will carry us to 
heaven, with any wind, and with any name ; 
at least, I have so much charity as to think all 
those persons go to heaven, whether they be 
churchmen, presbyterians, or Quakers, Wc., 
in whom I see so much goodness and virtue 


Mrs. Sowle.” 

Tacy was much esteemed by the members 
of our Society, as well as by the citizens gene- 
rally; and I have seen copies of letters, writ- 
ten by Friends in this country, expressing 
their congratulations on a rumoured prospect 


his “* Reasonableness of Toleration,” bears on 
its title page the following : “ London, printed 


even to that degree, that she keeps herself 


as is visible in the life and conversation of} dissolved. 


397 


of her forming a pleasant matrimonial con- 
nection. Shortly after the time Dunton’s 
account of her passed through the press, she 
actually prepared to change her name, and 
consented to place another head in her print- 
ing establishment. We must therefore bid 
adieu to Tacy for the present, and turn our 
attention to Thomas Raylton, to whom she 
was about to be united. I[t may be proper to 
say, that after the marriage took place, the 
bookselling part of the establishment was car- 
ried on in the name of J. Sowle, probably 
Jane, Tacy’s mother. 

The narrative of the early part of Thomas 
Raylton’s life will be best given in his own 
words. 

“]T was born on the 30th of the Sixth month, 
1671, at Bowes, in the north part of York- 
shire, and educated in the way of the Church 
of Eogland. In the year 1685, being about 
fourteen years of age, and then a scholar with 
one Richard Wharton, priest of the parish, 
and teacher of a free-school in Bowes; it pro- 
videntially happened, that by the invitation of 
Francis Wrightson, (one called a Quaker,) at 
whose house a meeting was kept, about two 
miles from the place of my abode, my mother 
went to a meeting there, and took me to ride 
before her ; at which meeting were two minis- 
ters, namely, John Bowron and George Rook, 
the latter then living in Cumberland, but since 
in Ireland, being come to visit Friends there- 
aways, by whose powerful ministry and lively 
prayer, it pleased God to open my heart, and 
to let me see the vanity of this present world, 
of which, for my short time, I had had some 
share, for which I had been often secretly 
smitten by the just witness of God in my own 
heart; yet, for all that, I was pretty much a 
stranger to it, and so was not sensible from 
whence it came, until I came to be affected 
with the gospel, which, I may say, was glad 
tidings of salvation unto me; and from that 





power to let her mother have always the chief | day, 1 was joined in heart with those people 


that directed to Christ within, the hope of 
their glory. And although I have had many 
instructors in Christ since, yet I have not 
many fathers, for the said George Rook, who 
preached the gospel of Jesus Christ, was the 
instrument under the Lord for my convince- 
ment; for which I bow my knees, and wor- 
ship, and thank the Lord for his goodness 
hitherto. 


(To be continued.) 
= 
For “ The Friend.” 
PUSEYISM. 
(Continued from page 388.) 


It requires but little discernment to per- 
ceive that the plea of apostolical succession, on 
which the episcopal clergy depend, is a sandy 
foundation. ‘To be good for any thing, upon 
their own principles, it must be unbroken. 
Not a link must be wanting, or the charm is 
But supposing that succession 
formed a valid “claim to respect and atten- 
tion,” when other supports failed; to make 
the argument good, it must first be shown that 
each one of those called bishops, was really 
gifted and qualified for the office; and next, 
that Christ has directed this method for 
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selecting and ordaining his ministers. If the; 
ceremony of laying on of hands has any vir- 

tue, it must be because he who does it is a 

man of God, and servant of Jesus Christ, 

commissioned by Him to perform that act, and 

for that purpose. ‘The plea that he holds the 

office of a bishop, so called, is nothing, without 

those requisites which are necessary to qualify 

him for it. When we consider the infinite 

and exalted purity of the Divine character, and 

remember that Jesus is declared to be holy, 

harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 

and that there can be no concord between Him 

and Belial, we cannot for a moment suppose, 
that because a man has been invested by his 
fellow-man with the office of priest or bishop, 
whether worthily or not, he is therefore “ the 
servant and representative of Christ ;” though 
he may, at the same time, be eagerly serving 
the devil. 

It must be borne in mind, that this supposed 
chain of succession leads directly back through 
all the corruptions and wickedness of the 
Romish priesthood, from the pope down ; and 
surely if it had ever possessed any virtue, it 
must long since have been lost in that sink of 
iniquity. 

The Apostle Paul in setting forth the cha- 
racter of the elders or overseers of the primi- 
tive church, says, “ A bishop must be blame- 
less, as the steward of God; not self-willed ; 
not soon angry ; not given to wine ; no striker ; 
not given to filthy lucre, but a lover of hospi- 
tality ; a lover of good men; sober, just, holy, 
temperate ; holding fast the faithful word as 
he hath been taught, that he may be able, by 
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convince 
gainsayers.” Here are several indispensable 
requisites which a bishop (or, as the word sig- 
nifies, an overseer) must possess ; and if a man 
has not these, however solemn and imposing 
the ceremonies by which he may have been 
ordained, he cannot, in the apostle’s judgment, 
be a bishop of the flock. 

It seems clear, therefore, that if in the line 
of succession, on which the episcopal clergy 
hang their hopes of respect and attention, and 
on which they depend when other props fail, 
there have been any who were wanting in 
these necessary qualifications, the chain is 
broken—the links are taken away as unsound 
and worthless, and the plea fails. That there 
have been such men, and not a few either, 
among those, through whom the descent is 
traced, will not admit of a doubt, and there- 
fore the argument of succession, if it were in 
other respects valid, falls to the ground. 

This claim of apostolical succession is not 
peculiar to the Tractists ; it is common among 
the episcopalians. They all seem aware of the 
force of the objection we have stated ; and in 
order to evade it, have been driven to the 
miserable expedient of pretending that the 
unfitness of the administrator, or of the sub- 
ject, does not invalidate the sacred gift, nor 
prevent the ministrations of one so ordained 
from benefitting the people. The doctrine of 
the Tractists seems to be, that though a man’s 
conduct may be vicious, an/ therefore deprive 
him of any claim to be a member of Christ’s 





installed by the laying on of hands, into the 
office of bishop or priest, he is nevertheless 
“Christ’s appointed representative ;” his 
“shepherd” to feed his flock; and that his 
preaching, though “in the main falsehood,” 
will edify those who “act fuith” in him. 
Such are the monstrous notions into which the 
admission of error leads. 

Speaking on the subject of succession, one 
of the writers of the ‘I racts says, “a regular, 
unbroken succession has preserved among us 
ministers of God, whose authority to confer 
the gifts of his Spirit, is derived originally 
from the laying on of the hands of the apostles 
themselves.” 

‘** Nor even though we may admit that many 
of those who formed the connecting links of 
| this holy chain were themselves unworthy of 
the high charge reposed in them, can this 
furnish us with any solid ground for doubting 
or denying their power to exercise that legiti- 
mate authority with which they were duly 
invested, of transmitting the sacred gift to 
worthier followers.” 

So in speaking of the administration of 
what they call the sacraments, they observe, 
** it would lead us into endless difficulties were 
we to admit that, when administered by a 
wninister duly authorized, according to the out- 
ward forms of the church, either baptism, or 
the Lord’s supper, depended for its validity, 
either on the moral or spiritual attainments 
of that minister, or on the frame of mind in 
which he might have received, at bis ordina- 
tion, the outward and visible sign of his au- 
thority.” 

Hence though a man may be guilty of the 
worst sins ; may be an infidel at heart; may 
be destitute of all the virtues and graces ne- 
cessary to make him a Christian; yet, “if he 
be duly authorized by the outward forms of 
the church,” he is a valid minister of Christ, 
and his ministrations are effectual and edify- 
ing, without any reference to his moral or spi- 
ritual character, or the inward frame of his 
mind, and such a man too may have authority 
to confer the gifts of the Holy Spirit ! / / 

Again, they say, “‘He who receives un- 
worthily either consecration or ordivation, 
may probably receive to his own soul no 
saving health from the hallowed rite; but 
while we admit, as we do, the validity of sa- 
craments administered by a priest thus un- 
worthily ordained, we cannot consistently 
deny that of ordination, in any of its grades, 
when bestowed by a bishop as unworthily con- 
secrated. The very question of worth indeed, 
with relation to such matters, 1s ansuRD. Who 
is worthy? Who is a fit and meet dispenser of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit? What are, after 
all, the petty differences between sinner and 
sinner, when viewed in relation to Him, whose 
eyes are too pure to behold iniquity, and who 
charges his very angels with folly? And be it 
remembered, that the apostolic powers, if not 
transmitted through these, in some instances, 
corrupt channels, had not been transmitted to 
our times at all”!!! 

Such sentiments as these need but little 
comment. If the “ petty differences between 








church, and even mark him as the servant of|sinner and sinner” are of so little moment 
ain and child of the devil; yet having been|among the priests and teachers of religion, 


of how much less importance will they be 
among the people? ‘The distinctions between 
right and wrong, good and bad, by the same 
easy process, will soon be frittered away to 
petty differences,” not affecting the moral or 
spiritual condition, and thus both priests and 
people be left, with impunity, “to draw ini- 
quity with cords of vanity, and sin as with a 
cart-rope.” 

“The unworthiness of man then,” say the 
Tractists, “ cannot prevent the goodness of God 
from flowing in those channels in which he 
has destined it to flow, and the Christian con- 
gregations of the present day, who sit at the 
Jeet of ministers duly ordained, have the same 
reason for reverencing in them, the successors 
of the apostles, as the primitive churches of 
Ephesus and Crete had for honouring in Ti- 
mothy and Titus the apostolical authority of 
him who had appointed them.” 

“Each bishop of our church has, at the 
hands of another bishop, (himself similarly 
called to the office,) received in the most 
solemn manner the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and that apostolical power over the church, 
for the support of which the Redeemer pledg- 
ed himself that his assistance should never be 
wanting to the end of time.” 

* Wonderful indeed is the providence of 
God which has so long preserved the unbroken 
line, and thus ordained that our bishops should, 
even at this distance of time, stand before their 
flocks as the authorized successors of the 
apostles—as armed with their power to confer 
spiritual gifts in the church ; and in cases of 
necessity, to wield their awful weapon of re- 
jection from the fold of Christ—as commis- 
sioned, like Titus, to bid, on heavenly autho- 
rity, no man despise them; and to point to 
those who, as a class, as bishops of the 
church, do despise them, the solemn words, 
‘He that despiseth you, despiseth me; and 
he that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent 
me.’ ” 

And in the same Tract, speaking of the 
episcopal church, (so called,) they say, ‘* She 
makes no pretensions to that immediate inspi- 
ration of the Spirit which, by positively se- 
curing her ministers from error, would clothe 
her decisions with absolute infallibility.” 

It was scarcely necessary to make the last 
acknowledgment, after the avowal of the 
opinions we have already quoted, since what- 
ever her professions might be, if these be a 
specimen of her decisions, no one would ever 
think of accusing her of infallibility. Let the 
reader take along with these arrogant assump- 
tions of the priesthood, the declaration that all 
the wonderful powers and authority they claim, 
are irrespective of the moral or spiritual attain- 
ments of the clergy, or the frame of their 
minds, and he cannot fail to perceive how 
monstrous—nay, how impious and blasphe- 
mous they are ! 

Nothing further can be necessary, we 
should suppose, to show the absurdity ef the 
plea of apostolical succession, as an authority 
for ministers of the gospel. How different 
from all this is the simple but descriptive lan- 
guage of the apostle, “ There is but one body 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling ; one Lord, one faith, one 
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baptism, one God and father of all, who is! or to believe it. But when it is deliberately 


above all, and through all, and in you all. 
But unto every one of us is given grace ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore, he saith, “ when he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. And He gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists ; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the per- 
fecting of the saints; for the work of the 
ininistry ; for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” And again to the Corinthians ; 
“ Now there are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord; and there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same 
God which worketh all in all. But the mani- 
festation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. For to oue is given by the Spi- 
rit, the word of wisdom; to another the word 
of knowledge, by the same Spirit; to another 
faith, by the same Spirit ; to another the gifts 
of healing, by the same Spirit ; to another the 
working of miracles ; to another prophecy ; to 
another the discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues ; to another the inter- 
pretation of tongues; but all these worketh 
that self-same Spirit; dividing to every man, 
severally, as He will.” 

Here is the true ground—Christ Jesus him- 
self, by the immediate operation of his Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of his obedient followers, 
prepares them for the reception of his spirit- 
ual gifts, and divides these to every man, 
severally, as he will; giving to those whom 
he calls to any particular line of service in his 
church, an inward sense and conviction from 
his Spirit, that he has separated them to that 
service, and strengthening and furnishing 
them with the requisite qualifications to obey 
him in this his iaward manifestation. And 
as they are faithful, and humbly follow where 
he leads, they grow in their gifts, and in Di- 
vine knowledge, the church is edified by their 
labours, and owns and acknowledges them as 
servants of Christ, ordained by Him, for the 
work whereunto he has called them. 

Thus the Apostle Paul, in his parting ad- 
dress to the elders of the church of Ephesus, 
says, “ Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, 
and unto all the flock over which the Hoty 
Guost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God which he hath purchased with 
his own blood ;” showing clearly that it is the 
Lord Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, who 
makes ministers and elders and overseers of 
his flock ; and not the arbitrary laying on of 
the hands of any man, or set of men, whatever 
their office or their virtues may be. 

We can scarcely conceive it possible that 
any sober and considerate member of the epis- 
copal society can, on calm reflection, believe 
for a moment that any of their bishops or 
priests, whatever may be their piety, is en- 
trusted with the power of dispensing the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost. It is an assumption so 
prodigious and awful in its character, such a 
direct interference with the power and prero- 
gative of the Almighty himself, and so utterly 
unsupported by Scripture, and by experience, 
that it seems little less than incredible that 
any man should be so presumptuous as to make 
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made, and upheld in behalf of men whose lives 
and conversations show that they are enemies 
to the cross of Christ, and lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God; who are greedy of 
filthy lucre, and eagerly seeking their gain 
from their office, it marks a degree of blind- 
ness or of corruption, utterly repugnant to the 
least measure of gospel light and purity. 

In the extracts we have already given, the 
reader will perceive some traces of what is 
most conspicuous throughout the Tracts, and 
indeed is tou apparent in the whole of the 
episcopal organization. We allude to the 
attempt to exalt the power, and extend the 
influence of the clergy—to hold them up as a 
distinct and privileged order of men—as being 
peculiarly the church—men to whom the 
things pertaining to salvation are specially 
committed, and at whose hands the people are 
to receive the knowledge of them—nay, even 
further, as “representatives of Christ,” as 
mediators between men and their God, by 
whom sins are forgiven, and salvation is dis- 

nsed.* 

Thus we are told, that the episcopal clergy 
are “exclusively Gop’s ampbassapors’—of 
their “ ministerial prerogatives”—of their 
* bringing men nearest to Christ our Saviour, 
and conforming them more exactly to his 
mind”—of their being “ armed with their 
power to confer spiritual gifts in the church, 
and to wield their awful weapon of rejection 
from the fold of Christ”—of “ reverencin 
them,” and “sitting at their feet”—and 
abundance more, the direct tendency of which 
is to rob God of the honour and obedience 
which is due to him. Take the following 


as acting by men’s commission, and you may 
respect the authority by which he acts, and 
love his personal character ; but it can hardly 
be called a religious veneration ; there is no- 
thing properly sacred about him. But once 
learn to regard him as the deputy of Christ, 
or reducing men to the obedience of God, and 
every thing about him becomes changed, 
every thing stands in a new light. In public 
and in private; in church and at home; in 
consolation and in censure; and above all, in 
the administration of the holy sacraments, a 
atthful man naturally considers ; By this his 
messenger, Christ is speaking to me; by his 
very being and place in the world, he is a per- 
petual witness to the truths of sacred history, 
a perpetual earnest of communion with our 
a to those who come duly prepared to his 
table.” 

It seems to us that all this savours of that 
spirit which the Saviour of men rebuked in 
some formerly, who made broad their phylac- 
teries, and enlarged the borders of their gar- 
ments—loved the uppermost rooms at feasts, 
and the chief seats in the synagogues, and to 
be called of men Rabbi—Rabbi. We freely 





* In the episcopal service for the ordaining of priests, 
the bishop laying his hands upon the kneeling candi- 
date, says, “ Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and 
work of a priest in the church of God, now committed 
unto thee by the imposition of our hands; whose sins 
thou dost forgive, they are forgiven—and whose sins 
thou dost retain, they are retained.” 





passage as a specimen : “ Look on your pastor | 
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admit, that they who, being Divinely called 
and appointed to the ministry of the gospel, 
labour fuithfully, in word and doctrine, ruling 
themselves and their own houses well, and also 
the church of God, and who are “ examples to 
the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in” purity,” are 
worthy indeed of double honour. 

But this is very far different from setting 
up a class of men, who hold their office, 
“without respect to their moral or spiritual 
attainments,” and among whom “ the very 
question of worth is absurd;” and making 
them, in virtue of that office, the objects of a 
superstitious veneration. It is painful, it is 
mortifying, nay, it is fearful, to see with what 
implicit reliance thousands are hanging their 
hopes upon their priests, frail, sinful, and 
helpless men, utterly unable to save them- 
selves, let alone others, as though they had 
the gift of eternal life at their disposal. The 
religion of multitudes appears to consist in 
idolizing their priest, * going to church,” as 
they call it, and listening to his readings, and 
eating and drinking the bread and wine ; while 
the great work of repentance and regenera- 
tion—of being created anew in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, by the internal operation of 
the Holy Ghost, separating the heart from sin 
and defilement of every kind, and bringing it 
into righteousness and true holiness, is little 
thought of or regarded. 

Did they “ sit at the feet” of Christ, instead 





g|of the minister, and “ reverence” God and his 


righteous law, written in the hearts, rather 
‘than the priest, vital religion and godly zeal 
; would not languish and decline as they have 
ldone. But it is lamentably the case, that 
many of the clergy encourage this idolatrous 
| veneration, and preach themselves rather than 
| Jesus. The natural man loves power—he 
| courts popularity; and listens with delight to 
the silver notes of adulation and praise ; and 
when we read such announcements as are 
made in the“ Tracts for the Times,” on the pow- 
er and prerogatives of the priesthood, and the 
reverence due to it, and see how far they are 
borne out by other episcopal writings; he 
must be blind, indeed, who does not perceive 
that a vast scope is given for the exercise of 
those corrupt appetites, on the one hand, and 
for a dependence and a veneration on the part 
of the people, of the most dangerous and delu- 
sive character. 

We search the New Testament in vain for 
any authority by which such an order of men 
is instituted. Christ Jesus alone is the High 
Priest and Bishop of souls under the gospel 
dispensation. He took especial care to fore- 
close in the minds of his followers any claim 
to pre-eminence. “ Be ye not called Rabbi,” 
said he, “ for one is your Master, even Christ, 
and ALL ye are brethren.” Again, “ Ye 
know that they which are accounted to rule 
over the gentiles, exercise lordship over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority upon 
them. But so it shall not be among yvou— 
but whosoever will be great among you shall 
be your minister; and whosoever of you will 
be chiefest shall be servant of all.” 

Nothing can be plainer than these sayings ; 
and when we put in contrast with them the 








exorbitant claims of the clergy ; their greedi- 
ness for power, and their love of veneration, 
as exhibited in the quotations we have given, 
and a multitude more that we might quote— 
the numerous titles they claim, invented to 
gratify the pride of poor worms of the dust ; 
such as doctor of divinity—reverend—very 
reverend—right reverend—his grace—his ho- 
liness—the worshipful, &c., &c.; but little 
discernment is required to perceive that they 
are totally at variance with the commands of 
Christ, and mark a state of the church widely 
apostatised from the Truth as it is in Jesus. 
We do not find the apostles of our Lord 
making any such arrogant pretensions. They 
assume no superiority over their fellow-believ- 
ers, as a privileged and separate order in the 
church of Christ. They claimed not to be 
saluted as the right reverend Paul, or Peter ; 
his holiness James, or John; his grace Bar- 
tholomew ; or the worshipful Thomas. No! 
they would have scorned and spurned such 
trumpery. Yet, surely, if any class of men 


in the church might properly receive such | well deserving of serious consideration. 
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tom, so that they need not be boiled with the| Address to the citizens of the United States 


vegetables. It is impossible to wash them out, on Slavery. 

except the cabbages be taken to pieces, and! Friends who have opportunities of distribu- 
people generally like to have this vegetable ting them where they will be useful, can pro- 
served up whole.” cure them, on application to Nathan Kite, No. 
,1 Apple-tree Alley. 





COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


NINTH MONTH, 9, 1843. A stated meeting of the Yearly Meeting’s 
sa RI ‘Committee on Education, will be held at the 
That “unruly member,” the tongue, had Committee-room, in Mulberry street, on Sixth- 
need to be watched at every turn. Many |48y> the 15th of Ninth month, at three o’clock 


people seem to think that they have plenary = - 
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license to tell again what is told them, provi- 
ded it be true, and is unaccompanied with the 
injunction of privacy. 
mistake ; and indulgence in such thoughtless 
indiscretion, is often productive of consequen- 
ces equally mischievous and cruel as those 


which follows direct slander. The following | 


anonymous remarks, copied from one of our 
exchange papers, are much to the point, 


In this there is a great) 


Danrez B. Smirn, Clerk. 
FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—John G. Hos- 
kins, No. 60 Franklin street, and No. 50 
North Fourth street, up stairs; Isaiah Hack- 


er, No. 112 south Third street, and No. 32 
4) Chestout street; Samuel Bettle, jr., No. 73 
and N. Tenth st. ; 


Charles Ellis, No. 95 8. Eighth 


street, and No. 56 Chestnut street ; Benjamin 


titles, they were the men. If any were enti-| “ Secrecy. For once that secrecy is for- Albertson, No. 45 North Sixth streét, and 


tled to pre-eminence, they were—if any might | mally imposed upon you, it is implied a hun-| 


draw the attention of the people to themselves, | dred times by the concurrent circumstances. 


as the “ representatives” and “deputies of| All that your friend says to you, as a friend, 


Christ,” their eminent gifts and graces would | is entrusted to you only. 


Much that a man 


seem to authorize it; but so far from this, the! tells you in the hour of affliction, in sudden 


uniform tenor of their ministry was, “ Why 
look ye on us?” “ We preach not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves, your 
servants, for Jesus’s sake.” ‘They recognized 
the whole body of believers as brethren and 
sisters in Christ; having gifts differing ac- 
cording to the measure of grace received by 
each one; all of which were necessary to 
making up the harmonious whole; and the 
right exercise of themessential to the growth 
and edification of the church. 








emergency, in anger, or in any outpouring of 


the heart, should be secret. In his craving 


for sympathy, he has spoken to you as to his 
own soul. 


“ To repeat what you have heard in social | 
intercourse, is sometimes a sad treachery ‘ly 


and when it is not treacherous, it is often fool- 


ish. For you commonly relate imperfectly | yw 


what has happened ; and even if you are able 
to relate that part with fairness, it is still as 


‘These views | likely to be misconstrued, as a word of many 


are clearly set out by the apostle in Rom. xii.,| meanings, in a foreign tongue, without the 


1 Cor. xii., Eph. iv. The gifts of the Holy 
Ghost are not committed to, or transmitted 


context. 
“‘ There are few conversations which do not 








No. 19 High street; Blakey Sharpless, No. 
253 Pine street, and No. 50 North Fourth 


| street. 


Visiting Managers for the Month.——Jere- 
miah Hacker, No. 128 Spruce street; Ben- 


jamin Albertson, No, 45 North Sixth street ; 


Charles Ellis, No. 95 South Eighth street. 
Superintendents.—Philip Garrett and Su- 

san Barton. 

Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 

o. 201 Arch street. 

Resident Physician——-Dr. Joshua H. 

orthington. 


WHITELAND BOARDING SCHOOL, 
For GiR.s. 


The winter term of this school will com- 


through, avy man; nor are they restricted to| imply some degree of mental confidence, how-|mence on Second-day, the 30th of Tenth mo. 
any class or order of men or women, but|ever slight. And in addition to that which is;next. The number of scholars is limited to 
“that self-same Spirit divideth to every one,|said in confidence, there is generally some-|eleven; it is therefore requested that those 
severally, as He will.” The true believers in| thing which is peculiar, though not confiden-| intending to send, make application before the 





Christ are styled in Scripture, “a royal na- 
tion, a holy priesthood, a peculiar people”— 
and the Apostle John, in the opening of his 
book of Revelations, has these words, as the 
language of all the servants of God; “ unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever, 
amen.” 


(To be continued.) 
=, 


A correspondent of the London Medical 
Gazette states, that to close the nostrils with 
the thumb and finger during respiration, leav- 
ing them free during inhalation, will relieve a 
fit of coughing in a short time. 


A Simple Remedy.—The New York Sun 
says, “If some common salt be put into the 
water when washing cabbages or greens, pre- 
paratory to cooking them, the snails, slugs, 
worms, &c., will come out and sink to the bot- 


tial; which is addressed to the present com-| last of Ninth mo. As the principal is en- 
pany alone, though not confided to their|deavouring to conduct the education of those 
secrecy. It is meant for them, or for persons| placed under his care, in accordance with the 
like them, and they are expected to under-| principles of the Society of Friends, he will 
stand it rightly. So that when a man has no/ expect the pupils to conform to the testimony 
scruple in repeating all that he hears to any|of the Society, with regard to plainness of 
body that he meets, he pays but a poor com-| speech, behaviour, and apparel. 
pliment to himself, for he seems to take it for} The essential and usual branches of English 
granted, that what was said in his presence,| education, including arithmetic, algebra, ge- 
would have been said in the same words, at|ometry, with its application to plain trigono- 
any time, aloud in the market-place. Inshort,| metry, &c., astronomy, natural philosophy, 
that he is the average man of mankind ; which chemistry, and physiology, are taught, with 
we doubt much whether any man would like) lectures, on the three latter subjects ; also the 
to consider himself.” Latin language. ‘Terms $60 per session of 
a twenty-three weeks. Applications may be 
SLAVEKY AND SLAVE TRADE. made to 


Of the numerous pamphlets, published by| Yarptey Warner, Warren Tav. P. O. 
the Meeting for Sufferings of our Yearly Meet-| Chester county, Pa. 
ing on these subjects, some of the following 


; ; Joun C. ALLEN, 180 south Second street, 
are still on hand, viz. :— 








View of the Slave Trade in 1824 I Sh . 
Do. do. do. in 1826 : 
Do. do. do. in 1841 PRINTED BY JOSEPH & WILLIAM KITE, 


Memorial on do. Seventh and Carpenter Streets. 


